2013 Land Based Investment (LBI) Constituent & BEC Update meeting minutes

Land Based Investment (LBI) Constituent & BEC Update
Selkirk Resource District – Kootenay Lake, Arrow & Boundary TSAs
Minutes of meeting
Tuesday October 29th, 2013 (0900 hrs – 1530 hrs)
Kootenay Lake Forestry Center (4 Mile Office)
1907 Ridgewood Road, Nelson

	Attendance:
	Mark MacAulay, Doug Thorburn, Kristine Sacenieks, John Cruickshank, Larry Hanlon, Daniel Gratton, Charlene Strelaeff, Michael Murray, Phil MacDonald, Sabrina Mutterer, Frances Swan, Ryan Weltz, Kevin Lavelle, Barb Wadey, Heidi Muller, Jane Miller, Pat McMechan, Ash Ladyman, Tyler Hodgkinson, Art Stock, Dean Christianson, Three others joined in the afternoon: Deb MacKillop, Erik Leslie, Audrey Ehmann

	
	

	Scribe:
	Kevin Lavelle




LBI Constituent meeting
	Agenda item:
	Introduction and review last meeting’s minutes and action items

	Presenter:
	Julie Castonguay

	Discussion:
	Introductions, last meeting Nov 15, 2012, 4 action items all dealt with: caribou mitigation funding, delivery gent for caribou mitigation, Type IV Silv. Strategy for Arrow TSA, LBI e-mail distribution list



	Agenda item
	Provincial and Regional overview and current status of LBI programs and FFT program

	Presenter
	Larry Hanlon

	Discussion
	Presented overview of FFT envelope of LBI, Provincial budget was $71 million in 2012-13, down to $42 million 2013-14, should go back up to $71 million 2014-15 with additional $10 million starting 2015-16. See Mid-term Timber Supply Action Plan links on website. This year’s activities in DSK were mostly surveys, RESULTS data clean-up and small amount of brushing. Next year will see start of 3 year blip in caribou mitigation activities delivered by licensees. There were no large fires in 2013 so not much new activity arose from this past year.  There will be significant site prep in old DCO portion mostly caribou mitigation work. Type IV Silv. Strategies in Arrow, Cranbrook, Invermere deferred until at least 2014-15, they will eventually contribute to mid-term timber supply planning and serve to identify the silviculture investment that will produce the greatest impacts in the each TSA.

	Link to PowerPoint
	
Click here



	Agenda item
	RESULTS monitoring & data quality assurance

	Presenter
	Barb Wadey

	Discussion
	RESULTS clean-up, data monitoring: CTQ (consultant) has been monitoring quality of RESULTS data for nearly 3 years now. For licensee obligations, there are 11 high priority issues mostly related to Section 86 – annual reporting. KB Region is doing well, DRM is in first place with DCO right behind, we receive monthly reports on progress to date, most ministry contacts are sharing these with licensees, looked at details of 11 common errors. Licensees are strongly encouraged to look after any remaining issues or else have CTQ assist them directly. Licensees should receive contact from Barb, Julie, Dean on these issues.

	Link to PowerPoint
	
Click here



	Agenda item
	Stand Development Monitoring (SDM)

	Presenter
	Barb Wadey

	Discussion
	Reviewed some Golden SDM results (16 blocks), some useful interpretation outside original objectives. SDM monitors shifts in stand attributes of 20-40 year old stands, some interesting trends observed. SDM is looking at stocking standards, forest health, FG policy and trying to match to TIPSEY outputs. Most stands are not growing as TYPSY modeled except for densely planted stands i.e. 2200 sph. Looking at trends exhibited by data like spacing, distribution, numbers of layer 1 vs. Layer 3 trees, FH impacts like on Pli stands, lots of issues.

	Link to PowerPoint
	
Click here



	Agenda item
	Forest health Arrow, Boundary, Kootenay Lake current status

	Presenter
	Dean Christianson

	Discussion
	DKL/DAB district FH update: FY13/14 accomplishments review, Boundary has increasing IBM activity, however DKL and DAB generally less pest activity in most areas. Completed detailed ground survey for IBM and IBD, 2013 overview flight results (high level) just received. FY14/15 plans: need harvest support in Boundary, new NRFLs in cable ground, small diameter Pli, high percentage pine stands, licensee monitoring also required possibly salvage/trap tree efforts. Boundary FH strategy completed in June 2013, looking for licensee feedback and support, to complete Arrow FH strategy by end of calendar year and DKL FH strategy by March 31, 2014. We should start incorporating information on immature stand FH conditions also.

	Link to PowerPoint
	
Click here



	Agenda item
	Regional forest entomology update

	Presenter
	Art Stock

	Discussion
	Described what he is doing from regional FH perspective, did overviews for region (100 hours flying this year, ground surveys for the three big defoliators (permanent sample sites across region). 72 gypsy moth sample sites, federal responsibility of CFIA. We have 75 years of hemlock looper data, tends to explode every 10 years or so, about 9000 ha sprayed in 2012, epidemic not as large as 2002. 3 outbreaks of spruce budworm in last 100 years i.e. 1920’s, 1976-92, 2009-12 (bad one), sampling for this pest right now, attacks Se, Bl, Fdi. Reviewed history of spraying operations, mostly 2003 to present. MPB – lots in the 1980’s, tons in last 15 years provincially, will be increasing in Boundary area. Budget has remained constant of late except for big dip current fiscal. Se and Fdi bark beetles are mostly stable, may increase soon, tied to drought and climate change. Larch needle disease is up, down, up, down. Deciduous defoliation – lots of activity in 2013 with 4 pests. Bear damage is worse than it looks from the air. Spruce weevil was bad in 1995, will re-look soon. Balsam woolly adelgid – moved 200 miles north in USA since 1998, and crossed into Canada since about 2007. Key issues remain climate change, invasive species, and social objectives.

	Link to PowerPoint
	
Click here



	Agenda item
	Regional forest pathology update

	Presenter
	Michael Murray

	Discussion
	Primary pathology issues are Pw blister rust (non-native), Root disease – armillaria, others, and stem diseases – several of them. Lots of mortality due to root diseases, if you can see it chances are there is lots more that you can’t see. How effective is root disease treatment? Lots of trials exist, most mortality in first 20 years, looked at 14 of 37 trials, less root disease where stumping treatment occurred (9 out of 12 trials). Pw blister rust – disease resistant stock is being assessed. Whitebark pine health – first endangered tree to be identified by SARA in June 2012, species causes bear jams in US national parks, several restoration efforts underway in Canada/US. Actively pursuing resistant stock screening activity. See silv. options for Pa paper. BCTS and a few other licensees have active management protocols. Michael is also looking at bear damage and various armillaria studies. Michael is available to assist, train, do root disease analysis, rust screening, Pw trials, long term site productivity trails, whitebark pine FH plots, look at bear damage, climate change issues.

	Link to PowerPoint
	
Click here



	Agenda item
	Fish Passage

	Presenter
	Phil MacDonald

	Discussion
	Fish passage as part of LBIP – restoration of existing access. Looking for input re: fish barriers, high sensitive streams for potential high profile projects. Federal legislation protects fish, have assessed only small % of total out there, fixed even a smaller number. The program assesses, confirms habitat, carries out site plan/design, remediation works, monitors and reports out on each project. BCTS is primary delivery agent. Reviewed accomplishments to date, Goals for FY14 amounts to $310,000 worth of works.

	Link to PowerPoint
	
Click here



	Agenda item
	wrap-up and review

	Presenter
	Julie Castonguay

	Discussion
	no action items recorded, for next meeting: update on SDM data collection/reporting efforts and Douglas-fir beetle management options. Next meeting, to be scheduled for late October or early November, 2014.



BEC Update meeting
	Agenda item
	BEC update status

	Presenter
	Deb MacKillop

	Discussion
	New BEC should be completed summer 2104 for Arrow, Boundary, Kootenay Lake and Revelstoke. Will not be published by that time but should be usable for establishment of new stocking standards. New BEC should be completed for Cranbrook, Invermere, Golden by summer of 2015, again not published but in usable form as previously.
PEM accuracy assessment in Arrow to be done soon, new data set for upcoming Arrow TSR3, to be completed March 2014. Arrow, Kootenay Lake and Cranbrook SIBEC to be competed March 2014, then QA will be carried out, new info for upcoming Arrow TSR3. Published materials will take form of field guides and maps, to be used for developing new stocking standards that ensures ecologically suited species to be used for planting. Will also contain ‘crosswalk’ tables that will facilitate some existing stocking standards. Species selection will be aided by new guidance for dealing with climate change. Goal will be to develop new Chief Forester Stocking Standards for Selkirk Resource District with Regional variations. Effort will look at species selection, densities, early FG dates and all of the other related issues. Need internal and external working groups to start the process early next year. Will start in Arrow and Kootenay Lake and then move to other parts of district. May also look at stand level vs. landscape level issues with respect to biodiversity and forest health planning.

	Action items
	· Industry reps to inform their own colleagues that this process will get underway early next year.
· Internal working group to be formed to develop terms of reference, work plan, timelines, membership, etc. – Barb Wadey will lead this with assistance from Dean Christianson, Kristine Sacenieks, Deb MacKillop and other key FLNRO specialists as required– by January, 2014.
· External working group to be formed – FLNRO and industry reps. Barb Wadey along with assistance from Dean and Kristine will lead this effort – by March, 2014.
· Proposing to include a BEC update component to next year’s annual LBI-FFT meeting.
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